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Global Beauty and Home 
Trade Show opens today! 


Qualify vehicles; economy and compact cars, 
intermediate and four-wheel drives with air conditioning. 
Attractive daily & weekly rates. 

Free hotel pick up & drop off. 

Courteous on-time service. 

Offices at: 

5:00 am to 11:00 pm 
8:00 am to 8:00 pm 
8:00 am to 6:00 pm 
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"AN INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED BUDGET SYSTEM LICENSEE' 


Looking for a fun hobby, a 
new corset or heart-healthy 
no - oil cookware at bargain 
rates? - Or perhaps that neat- 
o little gadget from some in¬ 
fomercial?- Dozens of such 
do-hickeys along with essen¬ 
tial food supplements and 
other innovations for health, 
beauty and the home are on 


display and for sale at the 

Dutch PM holds crisis 
meeting as early elections 
loom 


THE NETHERLANDS - 
(AFP) Dutch Prime Minister 
Mark Rutte will convene his 
cabinet Monday for crisis 
talks on possible polls after 
the ruling coalition's right- 
wing ally quit make-or-break 
austerity talks. 

Rutte's 19-member cabi¬ 
net is set to meet in The 
Hague after far-right leader 
Geert Wilders Saturday quit 


belt-tightening talks at the 
11th hour, saying his party re¬ 
jected demands by the Euro¬ 
pean Union. 

"Tomorrow, he has to dis¬ 
cuss the situation with his 
cabinet. I expect he might 
make a formal announcement 
on elections," said Dutch po¬ 
litical columnist Rene Tissen. 

"As from now, the Rutte 
government is a true minority 
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government. The deal with 
(Wilders' party) has expired," 
added Tissen, who is also a 
business economics professor 
at Nijenrode University near 
Utrecht. 

Talks kicked off on March 
5 to cut some 16 billion euros 
(U$21 billion) off the budget. 

The Dutch central plan¬ 
ning bureau forecast last 
month that the 2013 public 
deficit would rise to 4.7 per¬ 
cent of domestic gross prod¬ 
uct under current conditions. 

The EU deficit ceiling is 
3.0 percent of GDP. 

The figures were a blow 
for the government, which 
had insisted that countries in 
breach of European Union 
deficit rules had to be rigor¬ 
ous in correcting public fi¬ 
nances. 

The austerity package at 
the centre of the row included 
a slight rise in Value-Added 
Tax (VAT), a freeze on civil 
servants' wages and a cut in 
spending in both health and 
development, Dutch media 
reported. 

Continue on pg 3 


Global Beauty and Home 
Trade Show, which is open¬ 
ing today at 5 p.m. for the 
general public at the Kong 
Hing Supermarket Annex in 
Oranjestad. 

Press and invitees are ex¬ 
pected at 4 pm - 5 p.m. 

A dazzling number of 
booths with unique products 
have taken up residence for 
the next two weeks; the show 
will be open daily from 10:00 
AM until 10:00 PM. Some 
interesting items are vol¬ 
canic-rock clad cookware 
that requires no oil for cook¬ 
ing; special backpacks that 
can be made either hot or 
cold for relieving back pain, 
or adjusted to almost any part 
of the body, and made to 
order skin cream based on 
freshly pulverized shells 
mixed with the natural ingre¬ 
dients required for a person’s 
particular condition they need 
remedied. 

Many of the items bear 
that well known label “as 
seen on TV” but at cut rate 
prices requiring no shipping 
charges. From magnetic shoe 
inserts to massage the feet 
while walking-to full blown 



Made to order skin cream 

massage chairs and lounge 
cushions, there is a wealth of 
gadgets aimed at making you 
feel, eat and look better, not 
to mention the dozens of di¬ 
etary supplements. 

Home decor items and 
house wares, usually with a 
healthy or soothing touch are 
also being offered, so there is 
plenty of interesting things to 
explore and sample during 
these next two weeks at the 
Global Beauty and Trade 
Show. 

Rosalie Klein 
See pg 12 for more 
information 


COOL CASINO 

Located within The RIU Palace Aruba 







This voucher will he exchanged for $10 promotional slot ticket at the Host desk 
"For New Members only" 
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seven 
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THE VILLAGE PLAZA 
(behind Senor Fro 


$2.00 Balashi - bottled or 10 oz draft 
with the purchase of ANY sandwich! 


■ _MENT10N_THIS AT TIME Of OROERJ_ _ Dll rOPVS Fv\PS A 

freefdellvery in hotel area for orders over $50.0Qr V > 


During the annual ARDA convention 
in Las Vegas 

Aruba, St Maarten provide 
Caribbean timeshare 
perspectives 


Aruba contributed its views 
on the role of timeshare dur¬ 
ing the annual convention of 
the American Resort Devel¬ 
opment Association 

(ARDA), held earlier this 
month in Las Vegas. The 
Aruba delegation consisted 
of timeshare executives from 
Playa Linda, La Cabana, Par¬ 
adise Villas and Divi resorts, 
who attended different semi¬ 
nars and workshops, in addi¬ 
tion to attendance at the trade 
show. Jan van Nes, chairman 
of the Aruba Time Share As¬ 
sociation (ATSA), and Jim 
Rosen, vice-chairman of the 
St. Maarten Timeshare Asso¬ 
ciation (SMTA), were also 
featured speakers on “Time- 
share Development in the 
Caribbean Region”, along 
with fellow speakers from the 
US Virgin Islands, Jamaica 
and the Bahamas. 

ARDA features a 
Caribbean chapter as a result 
of the growth of timeshare 
within the Caribbean region. 
Among Caribbean islands, 
Aruba and St. Maarten stand 
out with a substantial amount 
of timeshare units. On St. 
Maarten timeshare tourists 


account for up to 70% of total 
stay-over guests, where the 
number in Aruba is close to 
45%; a significant number 
which has made timeshare on 
the two islands a very impor¬ 
tant component of the 
tourism industry. Together, 
Aruba and St. Maarten make 
up about 50% of the amount 
of timeshare units in the 
Caribbean. 

Both Jan and Jim made a 
strong point for hotel associ¬ 
ations and tourism authorities 
not to spend every dime on 
marketing, but also dedicate 
and lobby for island govern¬ 
ments and businesses to 
spend on their Product. Both 
speakers also made a call for 
timeshare developers to in¬ 
clude Aruba and St. Maarten 
in their development plans, as 
timeshare has proven a suc¬ 
cessful concept. 

Jan van Nes emphasized 
the benefits timeshare has 
provided Aruba. He also 
voiced the need for the 
Caribbean to work on secu¬ 
rity, product as well as the 
perception of being over¬ 
priced. 

Continue on pg 4 



"Where Everyone is Welcome" 

Management reserves the right to discontinue this promotion at any time. 


ELMAR intent on offering better 
and more services to clients 


According to ELMAR NV’s 
Director, Ing. Robert Hen- 
riquez ...”We have begun 
traveling this route together 
with our employees which 
should eventually result in 
more and better services to 
our clients.” He went on to 
say that ...”The fact that we 
are the only electricity dis¬ 
tributor on Aruba does not 
mean that our clients must 
adapt to our policies, instead 
it is ELMAR that should 
adapt to the needs of our 
clients.” 

The union representing 
ELMAR employees, U.E.A., 
apparently is not happy and 
concerned about three mat¬ 
ters. One is the civil case in 
Court which a group of su¬ 
pervisors known as “IAO” 


levied against ELMAR, 
which case they also won 
against the company. The 
company is currently con¬ 
templating how they will pay 
each of these employees in 
supervisory positions. 

To compound the situa¬ 
tion, according to ELMAR’s 
management, now the UEA 
is urging the company to pro¬ 
vide the very same compen¬ 
sation to all employees of the 
company and not just to the 
supervisors! Management ex¬ 
plained to the union that they 
have a legitimate CAO valid 
up to next year. Hence, they 
cannot make any changes 
midstream of that collective 
working agreement. ELMAR 
is convinced that to include 
all employees in an eventual 



'Hunger Games' dislodged from top 
US box office perch 

whopping $356.9 million total 
over its five-week release. 

In fourth was another debut, 
"Chimpanzee," a tme-life child- 
friendly adventure tale of a spe¬ 
cial chimp, which brought in 
$10.2 million. It came in just 
ahead of fifth place "The Three 
Stooges," in its second week. 
The Farrelly brothers' tribute to 
LOS ANGELES (AFP) - Smash JeUScomedy trio brought in 
hit "The Hunger Games" finally $9 - 2 milllon - 
lost its position atop the North 
American box office, as newcomer 
"Think Like A Man" stormed to 
the number one slot, weekend es¬ 
timates showed Sunday. 

The ensemble comedy 
"Think Like A Man," that gar¬ 
nered mediocre reviews, made 
$33 million in its opening week¬ 
end, according to box office 
tracker Exhibitor Relations. 

In second place was another 
debut, romantic drama "The 
Lucky One," starring teen heart 
throbs Zac Efron and Taylor 
Schilling, which made $22.8 
million in its opening few days. 

Third spot was the Jennifer 
Lawrence-starring blockbuster 
"Hunger Games," with just 
$14.5 million this week but a 


package such as that of the 
supervisors will have a far- 
reaching negative financial 
impact on the company. 

The other concern of the 
union (UEA) goes directly 
against the grain of the new 
management philosophy of 
ELMAR, which is to move 
closer to their clients, offer¬ 
ing better and more services. 
They want to offer clients 
more options to choose serv¬ 
ices or payment plans. In this 
context they decided to 
change the custom of closing 
from Christmas until after 
New Years. ELMAR met 
with all employees to share 
their new philosophy. But, 
now the union is doing their 
best, according to ELMAR to 
jeopardize the process of of¬ 
fering clients more services. 

ELMAR is in an advance 
stage together with their em¬ 
ployees to change the culture 
of the company and to focus 
more on service. They deeply 
regret that in this process the 
union has chosen to deal with 
these matters on the street 
and in the Press. Manage¬ 
ment claims that they are 
open to negotiate at the table 
to reach concrete agreements 
together that will bring 
progress to the company and 
to their employees. 



TAj Maha 

TAStC of lttt>iA 


"Authentic Indian Restaurant 
on the Island 


Open Mon - Sat 
Lunch : 12:00 - 3:00pm 
Dinner: 6:00 - 10:00 pm 


Havenstraat 36, 
Behind Royal Plaza Mall, 
Oranjestad, Tel: 5884494 
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Dutch PM holds crisis 

Continued from pg 1 



Dutch P.M. Mark Rutte 


But on Saturday the eu¬ 
rosceptic Wilders, who is 
also an anti-Islamist cam¬ 
paigner in the Netherlands, 
said his party could not ’’live 
up to the demands Brussels is 
putting on us.” 

’’Money is being taken 
from the wallets of pension¬ 
ers,” Wilders said. 

Most analysts on Sunday 
said polls after summer were 
inevitable, but they differed 
on whether snap elections 


would affect the Netherlands 
top notch credit rating. 

Apart from Finland, Ger¬ 
many and Luxembourg, the 
Netherlands is the only Euro¬ 
pean country left which has 
AAA ratings from all three 
major agencies. 

New elections ’’would be 
a disaster for the Dutch AAA 
rating as well as the real 
economy,” said Arnold 
Heertje, a retired economics 
professor, saying unemploy¬ 
ment, lower economic 
growth and loss in invest¬ 
ment would follow. 

But Thomas Cool, former 
economist at the Dutch cen¬ 
tral statistics office said any 
change would not damage 
the Dutch economy on a 
broader scale. 

Cool said he believed the 
Dutch government would re- 


meeting as early elections loom 



PVV’s leader Geert Wilders 

sign and as a parting shot 
leave a budget cut proposal 
that would fall within the 
EU's deficit demands. 

’’The Netherlands remains 
one of the more reliable 
countries in Europe, com¬ 
pared to Greece or Spain,” he 
told AFP. 

Rutte’s government was 
sworn in in October 2010 fol¬ 
lowing the fall of the then 


prime minister Jan Peter 
Balkenende in February that 
year in a dispute over contin¬ 
ued military support to 
NATO forces in Afghanistan. 


The Election will 
be about Europe 
and the euro, says 
Wilders 

The forthcoming election 
campaign will be about Eu¬ 
rope and the euro, PVV 
leader Geert Wilders said at 
the weekend, following his 
decision to pull out of auster¬ 
ity talks to reduce the budget 
deficit below the eurozone 
3% limit. 

The PVV is ’against Eu¬ 
rope, against the 3% and 
against the euro,’ Wilders told 
reporters following the col¬ 
lapse of the negotiations on 


Saturday. Although an elec¬ 
tion has not yet been called, a 
national vote is widely ex¬ 
pected to take place in the au¬ 
tumn. 

After seven weeks of ne¬ 
gotiations, Wilders now has 
his hands free to do what he 
wants - carry out an election 
campaign, the Volkskrant 
said in an analysis. ’Wilders 
is paying a high price for his 
freedom. He is now com¬ 
pletely alone in parliament,’ 
the paper pointed out. 

Commentators say Wil¬ 
ders must realise he will not 
be part of any future coalition 
government, even with the 
VVD. In particular, they 
point at the sharp language 
used by the prime minister 
when he put the blame for the 
collapse of the talks firmly on 
the PVV leader’s shoulders. 



carlo danelli 

GENUINE ARGENTINE LEATHER 


Emmastraat L (next to MAC), Oranjestad 
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Meta Corp & Starbucks partner 
for Save the Earth Day event 



Photo depicts Zugheila and Magaly presenting Mireya 
Simon with her gifts. Mireya Simon was the winner of 
a weekend stay at Renaissance Resort as well as a bag 
full of Starbucks logo gear for the largest amount of re¬ 
cycled refuse, Individual Category. She weighed in with 
103.5 kilos of recyclable waste. Athlete’s Foot store 
brought in 400 kilos to win a the use of a large waste 
container for a weekend from Eco Tech and the chil¬ 
dren of ABC Preschool won a day at The Cinemas for 
their efforts. The total recyclable material collected dur¬ 
ing the Starbucks/MetaCorp Save the Earth Day effort 
was 5000+ kilos. 



Artful idea for using old 


newpapers 

Renaissance Marketplace was 
buzzing with excitement yes¬ 
terday as Meta Corp hosted a 
special Save the Earth event 
with Starbucks, in honor of 
International Earth Day. 



Aluminum can will do 


more than take up space 

accept items from islanders 
ready to weigh in on plane¬ 
tary preservation by bringing 
in their refuse, properly sorted 
and ready for recycling. 
Aluminum and tin cans, 


end’s use of an Eco Tech con¬ 
tainer to completely clean out 
their house and yard, which 
would then be hauled away to 
the company’s recycling 
plant; value: 300 Arubian 
florins ($170.) 

Additional incentives 
were offered to would-be 
Earth Savers; every deposit 
earned points from Fun 
Miles, which are redeemable 
for valuable goods at a num¬ 
ber of island vendors. Eco 
Tech and Fun Miles plans to 
make this system permanent, 
and hope to establish a full 
time station for accepting re¬ 
fuse very soon, with Fun 
Miles rewards for all who 
participate in the program. 

Prior to Earth Day, A team 
from Eco Tech visited the pre¬ 
schools, encouraging project 
for the youth to make imagi¬ 
native artworks with refuse. 
Older youngsters also partici¬ 
pated, showing their creativity 
with discarded newspapers 
and other such items. 

A number of non-profit 
environmental agencies such 
as Rainbow Warrior and Eco 
Logic also participated in the 



Rainbow Warrior Milton 
Ponson poses with the 
Save the Earth flag 

day, providing support and 
information on the state of 
the planet and gadgets any 
family can afford to install to 
save water and energy. 

The entire project elicited 



A pickup full of cartons and bottles for recycling 


Reusable shopping bags from AHATA Environ 
mental Committee 


Over a month ago it was 
announced that Meta’s Recy¬ 
cling and Waste Disposal 
Unit, Eco Tech, would be set¬ 
ting up a station at the mall to 


cartons and pa¬ 
pers, plastic bottles and met¬ 
als were weighed and 
counted, with an important 
prize for the winner, a week¬ 


enthusiastic response from is¬ 
landers, who were provided 
an exciting incentive to re¬ 
duce, reuse and recycle. 

Rosalie Klein 



Master Chef Vittorio MuscarielJo invites you to come ami savor 
his superb classic Italian dishes inspired 8y regional traditions, 
paired with dedicated service and the finest icines, creating the 
perfect Italian dining experience in the rustically elegant 
Hostaria da* Vittorio. 

Open far lunch and dinner, seven days a week. 

EG. Smith Boulevard 380, in front of the Hyatt Regency Hotel 
For reservations please call 586-3838 or 586-3686 * Fax 586-6338 
E-mail; hostariavittorio@setarnet.aw • wwm. hostariavt tu™, com 


Aruba, St Maarten provide 

Caribbean timeshare perspectives 
Continued from pg 2 



He explained that timeshare 
associations can contribute to 
the overall tourism industry, 
such as in Aruba, where 
ATSA was instrumental in 
self-assessing the industry an 
additional 2 percent tax, with 
funds dedicated solely to up¬ 
grading the island Product. 
Jan mentioned several proj¬ 
ects which have already ma¬ 
terialized, and others that are 
in the pipeline. 

ARDA is the Washington 
D.C.-based trade association 
representing the vacation 
ownership and resort devel¬ 
opment industries (time- 
shares). ARDA has almost 
1,000 corporate members 
ranging from privately held 
firms to publicly traded cor¬ 
porations with extensive ex¬ 
perience in shared ownership 
interests in leisure real estate. 


The membership also in¬ 
cludes timeshare owner asso¬ 
ciations (HOAs), resort 
management companies, in¬ 
dustry vendors, suppliers, 
and consultants; as well as 
owners through the ARDA 
Resort Owners Coalition 
(ARDA-ROC). ARDA pro¬ 
motes the growth and devel¬ 
opment of the timeshare 
industry through a variety of 
capacities. 

In addition to the 1600 re¬ 
sorts located in the United 
States, many ARDA mem¬ 
bers have resorts around the 
world, including the 
Caribbean, Central and South 
America, Europe, and Asia. 
With the addition of sophisti¬ 
cated exchange systems, we 
offer timeshare owners al¬ 
most unlimited international 
destination choices. 
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Luxury Living at an Island Paradise 
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2) Full Ownership Condominium 
Si Starting from US$ 350,000 
Si Financing available 
Si Rental income ..(Residences 
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www.diviarubaresidences.com Call 735 5252 or 735 5300 


Save and Win with ECO-LOGIC 



Eco Logic founder Freddy 
Vargas, an engineering pro¬ 
fessor at Aruba’s EPI Techni¬ 
cal School, commends WEB 
and ELMAR, Aruba’s water 
and power provider and dis¬ 
tribution company, respec¬ 
tively, on their “Together We 
Save” campaign to educate 
the community on methods 
to use less water and electric¬ 
ity. However, he and his col¬ 
leagues at Fundacion PI have 
launched the ECO LOGIC 
program as they believe peo¬ 
ple need a little incentive, and 
they are offering it to the tune 
of 25,000 Arubian florins! 
($14,000) 

ECO-LOGIC is interested 
in innovative thinking and 
success stories, which will be 
broadcast on Aruba’s prime 
time news program, Telenoti- 
cias, on Channels 13 and 23 
three times a week, Mon¬ 
days, Wednesdays and Fri¬ 
days, during the first 
commercial break. 

Those who have taken to 
heart their responsibility for 
lowering their water and 
electric bills can be winners, 
aside from the expected ben¬ 
efit of saving money. Saving 
on fuel usage individually 
also contributes to the reduc¬ 


tion of fuel oil needed by 
WEB to produce power and 
water, thus helping to lower 
their cost, which will hope¬ 
fully be passed on as lowered 
energy surcharge, (in an ideal 
world perhaps, but worth a 
try.) It is distinctly in the in¬ 
terest of islanders to do their 
part to reduce Aruba’s de¬ 
pendence on fuel oil. 

Methods of saving money 


not only means being consci¬ 
entious of excessive use of 
air-conditioning and electrical 
devices, but perhaps walking 
when possible instead of tak¬ 
ing the car, and checking the 
plumbing for leaks, and cer¬ 
tainly deploying the blow up 
bags for the toilet tank that re¬ 
duces the amount of water 
with each flush. 

ECO-LOGIC is interested 


in the cooperative effort 
made by families as a whole 
to reduce the household en¬ 
ergy and water bills; this is 
also an indicator of educating 
the youngsters to not be 
wasteful-or perhaps the chil¬ 
dren educating the parents? 

Those wishing to win 
big and willing to have their 
stories told on TV in a 3-seg¬ 
ment can register for the con¬ 


test by visiting the ECO 
LOGIC contest website 
www. arubaporspaar.com to 
fill in the entry form, or com¬ 
ing to their office at 
Emanstraat #21. Inscription 
costs 25 Arubian Florins, and 
must be accompanied by 3- 
months of receipts from Jan¬ 
uary, February and March, to 
demonstrate how they have 
cut their energy and water 
costs. The family that shows 
the greatest reduction will be 
the grand prize winner, which 
was donated by CMB Bank. 
PriceWaterhouseCoopers is 
also a sponsor of the program. 

Copa Airlines has also do¬ 
nated tickets for two to any of 
their destinations as a second 
prize, and their prize is an en¬ 
ergy efficient air conditioner. 
All those that register will re¬ 
ceive a goodie bag containing 
items which will assist in cut¬ 
ting costs. 

The TV spots will also 
showcase: ECO Tips, ECO 
Kids, ECO Homes, ECO 
News, ECO Criminals, and 
ECO Heroes; “real stories 
about real people,” according 
to Mr. Vargas. All are invited 
to become a part of the solu¬ 
tion, to realize we are all win¬ 
ners by joining in. 

Rosalie Klein 















6 


THE MORNING NEWS 


Monday, April 23, 2012 


Bring this ad to receive a free orange juice 


^o/ytasxiJJTt^ the. Stone. at 


Located at: 
Playa Linda 
Beach Resort 
Tel. 586 4046 


Breakfast Monday thru Saturday 8 - n AM 


$ 9.95 


2 Eggs (fried , scrambled or poached) 
with bacon , and link sausage, 
potatoes * toast and coffee or tea . 


va/id aLM-t/i o/Vats or Cjott/tons 


early Bird Special 

Le Petit (aje 


Stane Can'll Restaurant K Bar f t&ry Day /roo* S’-? p 



Dinner Salad 

or 

Soup of the day 


Lemon Chicken Breast 

or 

Petit Filet Migtion 

or 

Filet of Grouper 


Ice Cream 

Chocolate 

or 

Vanilla 


All served with French Fries or Baked Potato on our famous HOT Stone 
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17 Qaeda militants 
killed in Yemen air raid 


International News 


Hollande beats Sarkozy in 
French vote as far-right surges 



(L-R) Sarkozy - Hollande and Le Pen 


PARIS (AFP) - Socialist chal¬ 
lenger Francois Hollande beat 
Nicolas Sarkozy in the first 
round of France's presidential 
election Sunday, with a resur¬ 
gent far-right emerging as pos¬ 
sible kingmakers in the 
run-off. 

As expected, Hollande and 
the wounded right-wing in¬ 
cumbent will now face off in 
the May 6 second-round, but 
the big surprise of the night 
was the record score for anti¬ 
immigrant, anti-EU flag- 
bearer Marine Le Pen. 

Hollande won between 28 
and 29 percent of the vote in 
the first round, to Sarkozy's 
25.5 to 27, and Le Pen won a 
best-ever 18 to 20 percent, ac¬ 
cording to estimates compiled 
from ballot samples by several 
polling agencies. 

"Firstly, I am tonight in the 
lead among the candidates," 
Hollande declared before sup¬ 
porters in his rural political 
stronghold of Tulle. "I am 
today the best placed candi¬ 
date to become the next 
French president. 

"The second major lesson 
to draw from this election — 
and this is undeniable — is that 
the first round was a punish¬ 
ment and a rejection of the in¬ 
cumbent," he said to cheers. 

Sarkozy sought to put posi¬ 
tive spin on the result and 
brandished his right-wing cre¬ 


dentials in a clear nod to Le 
Pen supporters, despite being 
the first incumbent to lose a 
first round-vote in modern 
French history. 

Explaining his poor show¬ 
ing as the result of a first round 
"vote of crisis" amid global 
economic chaos, he insisted: 
"These anxieties, this suffer¬ 
ing, I know them, I understand 
them." 

Sarkozy also called for 
three televised debates before 
the second round but Hollande 
refused, saying the single 
planned encounter would be 
enough. 

Ajubilant Le Pen addressed 
her supporters after her Na¬ 
tional Front party's best ever 
showing, saying: "The battle 
of France has just begun ... we 
have exploded the monopoly 
of the two parties" — the So¬ 
cialists and Sarkozy's UMP. 

The first opinion poll after 
the first round said that Hol¬ 
lande would beat Sarkozy by 
54 percent to 46 in the second 
round and that the attitude of 
Le Pen's supporters could be 
decisive. 

Far left candidate Jean-Luc 
Melenchon was beaten into 
fourth place with around 11.7 
percent, a disappointment for 
his supporters after a barn¬ 
storming campaign, and called 
on the left to unite to oust 
Sarkozy. 


The left has not won a pres¬ 
idential election in a quarter of 
a century, but with France 
mired in low growth and rising 
joblessness, opinion polls had 
long predicted the left would 
beat the right-wing incumbent. 

Hollande says Sarkozy has 
trapped France in a downward 
spiral of austerity and job 
losses, while Sarkozy says his 
rival is inexperienced and 
weak-willed and would spark 
financial panic through reck¬ 
less spending pledges. 


DAMASCUS (AFP) - Troops 
shot dead six civilians on Sun¬ 
day in Homs despite the pres¬ 
ence of UN military observers 
in the rebel province to pave 
the way for a 300-strong mis¬ 
sion approved by the Security 
Council, monitors said. 

The deaths raised to 17 the 
number of people killed the 
same day across Syria, includ- 
ings, they said. 

The violence came even as 
UN-Arab League envoy Kofi 
Annan singled out the govern¬ 
ment of President Bashar al- 
Assad in an appeal for an end 
to hostilities by both loyalist 
forces and rebels seeking to 
oust him. 

"I urge all forces whether 


SANAA (AFP) - Seventeen 
suspected Al-Qaeda militants 
were killed in an air raid that 
struck one of their hideouts in 
the southern town of Loder, 
the defence ministry said on 
Sunday. 

The late Sunday attack 
brought to 57 the number of Is¬ 
lamist insurgents reportedly 
killed in south Yemen over the 
past three days, according to 
the defence ministry. AFP 
could not independently verify 
the toll. 

It was unclear if the strike 
was carried out by the Yemeni 
air force or by US drones. On 
Wednesday the Washington 
Post said US drones have car¬ 
ried out eight airs strikes in 
Yemen in the past four months. 

Islamist militants have been 
trying to seize control of Loder 
in the restive southern 
province of Abyan to expand 
their grip on the region. 

According to the Washing¬ 
ton Post the Central Intelli¬ 
gence Agency (CIA) is 
seeking permission to launch 
more airborne drone strikes in 
Yemen, even when there is a 


governmental, opposition or 
others to put down their 
weapons and work with the 
United Nations monitors to 
consolidate the fragile cessa¬ 
tion of violence," Annan said 
in a statement. 

The latest bloodshed came 
only hours after the Security 
Council voted to send 300 un¬ 
armed observers to Syria for 
three months, although Wash¬ 
ington warned it may veto a 
new mandate for the mission. 

Two advance team mem¬ 
bers set up base in Homs on 
Sunday, mission member 
Neeraj Singh said earlier, a day 
after they made their first visit 
to the central protest city since 
arriving in Syria a week ago. 


risk the victims might not al¬ 
ways be terrorists. 

If President Barack 
Obama's administration gives 
the CIA permission for the 
strikes, it could represent a po¬ 
litically dangerous escalation 
of US military activity in 
Yemen, the Post said. 

The United States has never 
formally acknowledged the 
use of drones against Al- 
Qaeda in Yemen, considered 
by Washington to be the most 
active and deadly branch of the 
global terror network. 

Al-Qaeda has exploited a 
decline in Yemeni central gov¬ 
ernment control that accompa¬ 
nied Arab Spring-inspired 
protests since last year and 
eventually forced veteran pres¬ 
ident Ali Abdullah Saleh to re¬ 
sign. 

The army, backed by armed 
civilians, has been battling the 
extremist group's Yemeni 
branch, known as the Partisans 
of Sharia (Islamic law), over 
the control of Abyan province, 
most of which has fallen under 
the command of the Islamist 
insurgents. 


On Saturday "the team 
drove or walked around the 
city of Homs and stopped at 
different locations to talk to the 
people. Two UN military ob¬ 
servers have now been sta¬ 
tioned at Homs since yesterday 
evening," Singh told AFP. 

UN observers also toured 
on Sunday the rebel city of 
Rastan in Homs province, ac¬ 
cording to Free Syrian Army 
spokesman Colonel Saaded- 
dine Kassem who escorted 
them. 

Under UN Resolution 
2043, 300 military observers 
will be sent for an initial 90 
days if UN chief Ban Ki-moon 
determines it is safe to go. 


Blood flows in Syria despite UN 
presence 
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International News 

China and Russia hold first 
navy exercises 


Beijing (AFP) - China and 
Russia launched their first joint 
naval exercises Sunday, with 
war games in the Yellow Sea 
that come amid tensions be¬ 
tween China and its Asian 
neighbours over territorial 
claims. 

The six days of drills - the 
first dedicated exercises involv¬ 
ing navies of the two countries 
— are taking place off China's 
east coast, the official Xinhua 
news agency said. 

Although China has said the 
military exercises are designed 
to improve regional stability, 
they come at a time when Bei¬ 
jing is boosting military spend¬ 
ing and more forcefully stating 
its case in territorial disputes. 

China's army newspaper 
warned Saturday that other mil¬ 
itary exercises now taking 
place in Asia between the 
United States and the Philip¬ 
pines could lead to armed con¬ 
frontation over the disputed 
South China Sea. 

China and several of its 
neighbours have rival claims to 
uninhabited islands in the 
strategic maritime region, 


which is believed to be rich in 
oil and natural gas and strad¬ 
dles strategic shipping lanes 
vital to global trade. 

Beijing and Tokyo also have 
a long-running dispute over an¬ 
other chain of islands in the 
East China Sea, called Diaoyu 
by China and Senkaku by 
Japan, which sit in rich fishing 
grounds that may also harbour 
energy resources. 

China has 16 naval vessels 
and two submarines taking part 
in the exercises while Russia 
has four warships, according to 
state media. 

They will focus on joint air 
defence, anti-submarine tactics 
and search and rescue, as well 
as simulated rescue of hijacked 
vessels and anti-terrorism 
drills. 

China and Russia have to¬ 
gether participated in four mil¬ 
itary exercises since 2005, 
some involving other countries, 
state media has said. 

China's drills with Russia 
have taken place through a re¬ 
gional grouping, the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization, 
which groups the two with cen¬ 
tral Asian countries in a forum 


originally established to 
counter NATO influence. 

Earlier this month, China 
and the Philippines dispatched 
vessels to enforce rival claims 
to a group of islands in the 
South China Sea. 

Japan has so far not com¬ 
mented on the Sino-Russian 
drills. 

Pakistan 
buries victims 
of airline crash 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) - Pak¬ 
istan on Sunday buried vic¬ 
tims of an airline crash near 
Islamabad that killed all 127 
people on board, as investiga¬ 
tors probed the causes of the 
fatal incident. 

The Bhoja Air flight from 
Karachi came down in fields 
near a village on the outskirts 
of the Pakistani capital on Fri¬ 
day evening. 

Television broadcasts 
showed footage of distraught 
relatives, weeping and hug¬ 
ging each other, as the dozens 
of coffins left Islamabad's 
Pakistan Institute of Medical 
Sciences hospital where the 
remains had been taken. 

Some nine dead bodies 
have not yet been identified 
and will undergo DNA tests, 
a hospital official said. 

An AFP reporter who vis¬ 
ited the hospital late Saturday 
said some of the remains still 
at the hospital were no more 
than body parts, stored on 
stretchers and covered by 
white sheets. 

The disaster is the city's 
second major plane crash in 
less than two years — an Air- 
blue plane came down in bad 
weather in July 2010, killing 
152 — and victims' families 
have voiced fury at the au¬ 
thorities. 



THE HAGUE, The Netherlands - Two trains collided 
outside the Dutch city of Amsterdam near the west¬ 
ern station of Sloterdijk on Saturday, injuring more 
than 117 people, with 42 seriously wounded and 1 
dead(a 68 year old lady) Dutch media reported on 
Sunday. 


Romney has genuine 
chance to beat Obama 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - He 
has been mocked as rich and 
out of touch, struggled to woo 
his own party and left a trail of 
gaffes — but Mitt Romney still 
has a genuine shot to make 
Barack Obama a one-term 
president. 

A cascade of new polls, un¬ 
certain economic data and 
fresh concern that Europe's 
woes could cross the Atlantic, 
point to the Republican's best 
chance of beating Obama in 
November — dismay about 
America's slow economic re¬ 
covery. 

Though Obama is ahead by 
a nose despite the slowest re¬ 
covery in decades, the presi¬ 
dent has little breathing room 
should the economy slow this 
year, as it did in 2010 and 
2011. 

Voters seem to like Obama 
more and believe he cares 
more about the middle classes, 
according to early polls ahead 
of the November 6 election. 

So, should the rebound 
maintain a pace that has cre¬ 
ated around million jobs over 
five months, and if Obama 


navigates sudden crises at 
home and abroad, he looks 
well placed with his approval 
rating approaching 50 percent. 

Yet polls suggest voters are 
not yet feeling the economic 
recovery, or Obama's strategy 
to create jobs — giving Rom¬ 
ney a fungible, yet genuine 
opening. 

In a Wall Street 
Journal/NBC poll this week, 
Obama led Romney by 49 per¬ 
cent to 43 percent. The New 
York Times/CBS survey had 
them pegged at 46 percent and 
a Quinnipiac University poll 
had the president up 46 to 42 
percent. 

Polls suggest Romney has 
started to unite his party after a 
divisive primary fight and re¬ 
veal America is still a nation 
split down the political middle. 

Romney has plenty to 
worry about too. 

Though he leads Obama 
among white voters, he trails 
badly among the vital voting 
blocs of women and Hispanics 
— by margins that guarantee a 
loss if he cannot close the gap. 
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US nun group rejects Vatican 
condemnation 



WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
leader of a group of US 
Catholic nuns on week-end re- 
jected condemnation from a 
Vatican report that said it de¬ 
fied Church doctrine. 

"We haven't violated any 
teaching," Sister Simone 
Campbell, executive director 
of Network, a Catholic social 
justice lobby, told AFP, insist¬ 
ing the group would not stop 
"caring for the least among us 


MADRID (AFP) - Thou¬ 
sands of people demonstrated 
in the streets of Barcelona 
Saturday a day after the gov¬ 
ernment announced cuts to 
public spending in health and 
education. 

Education unions which 
organised the demonstration 
said 30,000 turned out to 
voice their opposition to the 
cuts, to be carried out at the 
national and at the level of 
the local region, Catalonia. 
Police put the figure at 2,000. 

Rosa Canyadell, of the ed¬ 
ucation USTEC said the au¬ 
thorities were in the process 
of dismantling state educa¬ 
tion. 

Spain's ruling conservative 


on the margins of society." 

Network was singled out 
for supporting women's health 
rights in a Vatican report this 
week condemning the main 
US association of Catholic 
nuns, the Leadership Confer¬ 
ence of Women Religious 
(LCWR). 

The three-year inquiry by 
the Congregation for the Doc¬ 
trine of the Faith, which over¬ 
sees Roman Catholic doctrine, 


Popular Party has vowed to 
cut the country's deficit, 
which reached 8.51% of 
GDP in 2011. 

On Friday it adopted an 
austerity budget designed 
slash spending by 10 billion 
euros ($13 billion) a year: 
three billion euros of those 
cuts will come from educa¬ 
tion. 

The measures include let¬ 
ting regional governments 
expand class sizes by 20 per¬ 
cent and raising university 
fees to an average 1,500 
euros from 1,000 euros. 

Spain's main unions have 
called for a day of protests 
against the cuts in health and 
education spending on April 
29. 


criticized the LCWR for tak¬ 
ing liberal stances on contra¬ 
ception, homosexuality and 
female priests. 

Campbell said that Net¬ 
work, which works with the 
LCWR and vocally supported 
President Barack Obama's 
healthcare reform legislation, 
would not shy away from its 
mission, calling the Vatican's 
report "painful," and also puz¬ 
zling. 

The LCWR has also said it 
was "stunned" by the report, 
which pointed to "serious doc¬ 
trinal problems" and "unac¬ 
ceptable positions" on a range 
of issues. 

The report accused mem¬ 
bers of the LCWR, which rep¬ 
resents around 80 percent of 
the 45,000 nuns in the United 
States, of "corporate dissent" 
with the Church's teachings 
against homosexuality, and 
claimed it was pursuing "rad¬ 
ical feminist themes." 

Campbell lamented that the 
Washington DC-based Net¬ 
work "could dissipate our en¬ 
ergy if we get distracted and 
caught up in what might be 
considered a battle" with the 
Vatican. 

After the report was pub¬ 
lished, Campbell said it was 
"painfully obvious" the Vati¬ 
can leadership was "not used 
to having educated women 
form thoughtful opinions and 
engage in dialogue." 

LCWR has come under 
criticism from the Catholic hi¬ 
erarchy for endorsing 
Obama's US healthcare re¬ 
form, including its provisions 
on abortion and contraception, 
in the run-up to the US elec¬ 
tion in November. 

The Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith said it 
has appointed the Archbishop 
of Seattle, Peter Sartain, to 
oversee the LCWR and ensure 
it follows "the teachings and 
discipline of the Church." 


PARIS (AFP) - Asian out¬ 
breaks of a notorious antibi¬ 
otic-resistant super-germ are 
being driven by a gene that 
helps the bug colonise the nos¬ 
trils, lungs and skin and evade 
the immune defences, scien¬ 
tists said on Sunday. 

So-called methicillin-resis- 
tant Staphylococcus aureus 
(MRSA) is a major worry for 
hospitals because of its ability 
to hole up in wounds, tubes 
and surgical devices, infecting 
patients whose immune sys¬ 
tem is already weak. 

MRSA outbreaks happen in 
waves as new strains of the 
bacterium take over from older 
configurations. 

But how these epidemics 
become established is a 
process that genetically has 
until now been unclear. 

Reporting in the journal Na¬ 
ture Medicine, researchers in 
the United States and China 
say they found the key gene, 


sasX, in samples taken from 
807 patients who had been 
treated for S. aureus in three 
Chinese hospitals over the past 
10 years. 

Once extremely rare, sasX 
became more and more com¬ 
mon, nearly doubling in fre¬ 
quency from 21 percent of 
samples in 2003 to 39 percent 
in 2011, they found. 

At present, sasX is promi¬ 
nent in Asian strains of MRSA 
that have been detected, but it 
is likely to spread beyond the 
region, according to the report. 

The gene is located in a so- 
called mobile genetic element, 
meaning that it is in a segment 
of DNAthat can easily transfer 
from an old strain to a new 
one. 

However, sasX "is a prom¬ 
ising target" for drugs or vac¬ 
cines, says the study, led by 
Michael Otto of the US Na¬ 
tional Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases (NIAID). 


Health Tip: 

Perform a Breast Self-Exam 

— A monthly breast self-exam can help you identify any 
changes or abnormalities early, which could lead to a better 
chance of successful breast cancer treatment. 

The American Cancer Society offers these guidelines for per¬ 
forming a breast self¬ 
exam: 

•Lying down with your 
right arm behind your 
head, use the middle three 
fingers on your left hand to 
look for abnormalities 
using a small, circular mo¬ 
tion. 

•Alternate between using 
light, medium and firm 
pressure. 

•Continue the exam mov¬ 
ing up and down in imagi¬ 
nary lines on your breast, 
making sure that you examine all areas of the breast, chest 
and underarm. 

•Repeat the exam with your other hand and other breast. 
•Stand up and examine your breasts in the mirror, also raising 
your arms to inspect underarms. 

•Look for any changes in the size, shape or color of the skin, 
including redness, scaling or dimpling. 



Thousands in Barcelona 
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Sci-Tech 


Light bulb with 20yr 
life unveiled in US 
on Earth Day 


Google launches Street View 
in Israel 


JERUSALEM (AFP) - Google 
on Sunday launched Street 
View in Israel, the US Internet 
giant said, putting on show 
streets and sites of interest 
from the Holy Land’s three 
major cities with its 360-de- 
gree street-level images. 

The imagery of’’Jerusalem, 
Tel Aviv-Jaffa and Haifa in¬ 
cludes sites of interest such as 
the Muslim, Christian, Jewish 
and Armenian quarters of 
Jerusalem’s Old City, the Via 
Dolorosa, Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, Western Wall, 
Mount of Olives, old port of 
Jaffa, the Baha’i Gardens,” a 
Google statement said. 


Street View, which was 
launched in 2006, lets com¬ 
puter users view panoramic 
street scenes on Google Maps 
and take a virtual "walk” 
through cities such as New 
York, Paris or Hong Kong. 

Panoramic images are taken 
by cars equipped with special 
cameras which photograph an 
area while driving through the 
streets; the images are then 
processed in the US, where de¬ 
tails such as faces and registra¬ 
tion plates are automatically 
blurred before being published 
on Google Maps. 

In August, Israel's justice 
ministry gave Google the 


green light to start photograph¬ 
ing the streets, but asked that 
Street View provide the public 
with a reliable way to request 
that further details be blurred 
after the images are published 
online. 

Google said on Sunday that 
users would be able to ask for 
"additional blurring of them¬ 
selves, their home or their car.” 

To the images available 
now at 

www.google.co.il/streetview 
Google will later add pictures 
of other cities and sites, in¬ 
cluding the Dead Sea, 
Nazareth, Tiberias, Acre and 
Eilat. 



This handout image provide April 22, 2012 by Philips 
Communications shows a prize-winning, super energy 
saving LED bulb from the Dutch electronics giant Philips. 
The 10-watt light bulb, said to last over 20 years, went on 
sale online and in stores Sunday to coincide with Earth 
Day. 

AFP PHOTO / PHILIPS COMMUNICATIONS 


(AFP) - A prize-winning, 
super energy saving LED 
bulb from Dutch electronics 
giant Philips, said to last over 
20 years, went on sale online 
and in stores Sunday to coin¬ 
cide with Earth Day. 

The bulb that won the 
2011 US Department of En¬ 
ergy's "Bright Tomorrow 
Lighting Prize,” was avail¬ 
able from retailers for $50, 
and the company said it was 
planning discounts to bring 
the cost down to as little as 
$25-$30. 

The 10-watt light bulb 
was deemed an efficient al¬ 
ternative to the standard 60- 
watt incandescent bulb, and 
when used three hours a day, 
boasted an impressive 27.4 
years maximum life span, the 
company said. 

For consumers attentive 
to cost, Philips said the price 
tag was easily offset by en¬ 
ergy savings of $165 over its 


lifetime. 

"Because the new bulb is 
83 percent more energy effi¬ 
cient than the standard 60- 
watt incandescent, consumers 
can now experience new sav¬ 
ings for their pocketbooks,” 
Philips' North America exec¬ 
utive Ed Crawford said in an¬ 
nouncing rebates. 

International Earth Day, 
now in its 42nd year, was cel¬ 
ebrated by environmentalists 
Sunday seeking to bring at¬ 
tention to climate change and 
pollution, and highlight ways 
to save energy. 

President Barack Obama 
issued a US proclamation for 
the day to "reflect on the 
challenges that remain," and 
confront the "most urgent en¬ 
vironmental issues and ral¬ 
lied around a single message: 
the success of future genera¬ 
tions depends upon how we 
act today." 
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ACROSS 

1. Drastic 
5. Golfer’s aim 
8. Female red 
deer 

12. Playwright 
Coward 

13. “Chances 

V* 

14. Skipper’s 
direction 

15. Uncle’s wife 

16. H^agen-Dazs 
treat (2 wds.) 

18. Above, 

anthem-style 

20. Comic 
DeLuise 

21. Arkin and 
King 

24. Pauline’s risk 

28. Harry Potter’s 
pal 

29. Bank 
machines 
(abbr.) 


33. Delany of 
“China 
Beach” 

34. Baseball 
great Mel 

35. As far as 

37. Four-star 
officer 
(abbr.) 

38. “The Ghost 

and Mrs._” 

40. Door-to-door 
vehicle 

41. Bard’s 
“before” 

42. Donkeys 

44. Cozy retreats 

46. Buenos 
Aires’s 
country 
(abbr.) 

48. Confederate, 
for short 


49. Gives 

reasons for 

53. Soft French 
cheese 

57. Skater’s jump 

58. Race the 
motor 

59. Noble title 

60. Minuscule 

61. Cut off twigs 

62. Lucie Arnaz’s 
dad 

DOWN 

1. Heredity 
initials 

2. Promissory 
note 

3. “_ and 

Stimpy" 

4. Music legend 
John 

5. Couple 



6. Circle section 

7. Hollow 
swamp grass 

8. Damaged 

9. French island 

10. Teacher’s 
group (abbr.) 

11. JFK’s party 
(abbr.) 

17. “Beverly Hills 
*» 

19. Jacob’s 
brother 

21. Pleasant odor 

22. Aquatic 
flower 

23. Those 
opposed 

25. Fits of anger 

26. Inactive 

27. Narrow 
country 
roads 

30. Explosive 
(abbr.) 

31. NVC transit 
org. 

32. VI 

36. Fishing string 

39. Truly 

43. Spanish lady 
(abbr.) 

45. Dwindled 

47. Female child 

48. Invitation 
inits. 

49. Break bread 

50. Twenty one, 
Roman style 

51. Cage 

52. New (prefix) 

54. Norma or 
Charlotte 

55. Taxing agcy. 

56. Manning of 
Super Bowl 
XLII 
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Center for Hemodialysis 

Posada Clinic Aruba 
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INFORMATION 

Telephone 118 

Twelve Step Meetings 

24 hours helpline 583-8989 

Fellowship Clinic S.N. 

Free treatment of 
Alcoholism 
and Drug Addiction 
Anonymity guaranteed 
Tel. 584-5440 

SOS TELEAYUDO SOS 

Telephone Helpline 
583-1190 

Mon.-Thu. 9 p.m.-12 midn. 
Fri.-Sun. 9 p.m.-2 a.m. 

CAS MARIE 

Alzheimer’s Day 
Care Center 
Tel: 5696910 



Important 

Telephone 

Numbers 


HOSPITAL 

Horacio Oduber Hospital 
Tel. 5274000 
EMERGENCY 
Telephone 911 
POLICE HDQS 
Telephone 100 

TAXI 

C.V. TAS 

587-1998, 587-5900 
In Oranjestad: 

Tel. 582-2116, 582-1604 

582-5447 

In San Nicolas 

Tel. 584-5160, 584-6602 

professional taxi services 

Tel. 588-0035 

Al Anon Meetings 

Mondays 6-7pm 
Sabana Liber 8 in Noord 
Tel: 5673356/5838989 
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Complete the grid so that every 
row and every column contains 
the numbers 1 through 9 
A number is Never repeated 
in a row or column. 

Kn addition every rectangle must 
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Finance 


Wealthy Iranians spur luxury car boom 



TEHRAN (AFP) - Wealthy 
Iranians are fuelling an un¬ 
precedented luxury car boom 
despite sanctions hurting 
their economy, paying up to 
$360,000 for high-end autos, 
according to showroom em¬ 
ployees and reports on Sun¬ 
day. 

’’Buyers are paying up- 
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front for these cars, which 
generally cost two to three 
times more than abroad,” one 
car salesman in Tehran told 
AFP on condition of 
anonymity. 

A newspaper citing offi¬ 
cial customs data, Hafte- 
Sobh, reported that ’’some 
563 different Porsche models 
were sold in the last Iranian 
year (to March 2012),” worth 
a total $50 million before a 
hefty 100-percent import tax. 

Porsche’s goal is to sell 
800 of its cars in the Islamic 
republic this current Iranian 
year, media said, underlining 
the inroads the flashy Ger¬ 
man automaker is making 
into a niche market previ¬ 
ously dominated by the more 
discreet offerings from rivals 
BMW and Mercedes-Benz. 

Maserati, the growling 
musclebrand owned by Italy’s 


Fiat, is also looking to get a 
slice of the action by opening 
its own Tehran showroom 
within weeks, reports say. 

The ostentatious splurge 
by Iran’s elite starkly con¬ 
trasts with the straits experi¬ 
enced by ordinary Iranians. 

They are confronted with 
inflation of over 20 percent, 
an estimated unemployment 
rate of 12-25 percent, a cur¬ 
rency severely weakened in 
the past four months, and 
Western economic sanctions 
imposed to curb Tehran’s dis¬ 
puted nuclear programme. 

While the wealthy are 
forking out for supercars 
costing between $110,000 
(for an entry-level Porsche 
Boxster) to $360,000 (for a 
Porsche Panamera Turbo or a 
Maserati GranTuri smo), 

working Iranians are getting 
by on an average monthly 
salary of $700. 

Iran’s automobile market 
is highly protected against 
imports, allowing in only 
40,000 vehicles last year, de¬ 
spite steadily growing de¬ 
mand mostly met through 
domestic production of some 
1.6 million cars per year. 

There are now an esti¬ 
mated 14 million vehicles on 
Iran’s roads, more than dou¬ 
ble the six million registered 
in 2005. 
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Egypt scraps Israel gas accord 


CAIRO (AFP) - Egypt has 
scrapped a 2005 gas export 
deal with Israel, which relies 
on Egyptian natural gas for 
40 percent of its supplies to 
produce electricity, the chair¬ 
man of a government holding 
firm said on Sunday. 

The accord was ’’annulled 
on Thursday with the East 
Mediterranean Gas Co 
(EMG) which exports gas to 
Israel because the company 
failed to respect conditions 


stipulated in the contract,” 
Mohamed Shoeib of Egypt¬ 
ian Natural Gas Holding Co 
(EGAS) told AFP. 

The sale of gas to Israel, 
which signed a peace treaty 
with Egypt in 1979, has al¬ 
ways been controversial in 
the Arab world’s most popu¬ 
lous country. It was the 
largest trade deal between the 
two former foes. 

There was no immediate 
reaction from Israel on the 
termination of the gas accord. 


Germany's Merkel, China's Wen 
open Hanover trade fair 


Hanover, Germany (AFP) - 
German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel and Chinese Prime 
Minister Wen Jiabao offi¬ 
cially opened Sunday 
evening the Hannover Messe, 
the world’s biggest industry 
and trade fair. 

China is this year’s guest of 
honour at the gigantic annual 
week-long trade fair, which 
brings together 5,000 manu¬ 
facturing and technology 
companies from 69 countries 
in this northern German city 


from April 23-27. 

As many as 500 compa¬ 
nies are from China alone. 
And the motto of this year’s 
Hannover Messe is ’’Green 
Intelligence” with the focus 
on environmentally sustain¬ 
able innovations and tech¬ 
nologies. 

Bilateral trade between 
Germany and China stood at 
144 billion euros last year 
and ’’we’re working on mak¬ 
ing this even more,” she 
said. 


Swiss banks targeted in Economic war f says UBS chief 

GENEVA (AFP) - Switzerland’s financial industry could lose 
20,000 jobs in the coming years due to the ’’economic war” being 
waged by the EU and US against its top banks, the head of UBS 
warned in an interview Sunday. ’’Switzerland has been attacked 
since 2008," Sergio Ermotti, the head of Switzerland’s leading 
bank, told the SonntagsZeitung. This was partly because it offered 
more favourable tax rates than its international competitors, he 
added. "The idea is to weaken the two great Swiss banks, which 
have seen international success," he argued, referring to UBS and 
Credit Suisse.His comments came after French prosecutors on April 
12 opened a probe into whether the bank had helped its French 
clients avoid taxes. 



Current as of: 
04/20/2012 

Currency 

Code 

Buying 1 
rate 1 

banknotes 1 

Buying 

Cheques 

Selling 

Rate 

U.S.A. 

USD 

1.77 

1.78 

1.80 

Dutch Antilles 

ANG 

98.00 

100.00 

100.20 

Canada 

CAD 

1.78 

1.80 

1.82 

Britiain 

GBP 

2.80 

2.85 

2.91 

Switzerland 

CHF 

195.38 

196.10 

196.90 

Netherlands 

EUR 

232.83 

234.96 

237.32 

Sweden 

SEK 

25.59 

26.31 

27.11 

Denmark 

DKK 

30.62 

31.34 

32.14 

Norway 

NOK 

30.17 

30.89 

31.69 

Japan 
(per 100) 

JPY 

215.96 

217.94 

220.13 


All rates for amounts up to AWG 100.00 per item. 
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Doctor 
salutes 
Robin Gibb's 
'incredible' 
recovery 



LONDON (AFP) - The doctor 
of Bee Gees singer Robin 
Gibb on Sunday hailed his 
’’quite incredible” recovery, a 
day after the star woke from a 
coma and responded to mem¬ 
bers of his family. 

Gibb, 62, contracted pneu¬ 
monia and fell into the coma 
last week. He is suffering from 
colon and liver cancer. 

Doctor Andrew 

Thillainayagam, of Imperial 
College Healthcare, said he 
had warned Robin's wife, 
Dwina, son, Robin John and 
brother, Barry, three days ago 
to expect the worst. 

"The prognosis was very 
grave, given that Robin had 
brain swelling from liver fail¬ 
ure, a severe pneumonia and a 
weakened immune system 
from malnutrition,” the doctor 
said in a statement. 

”We felt it was very likely 
that Robin would succumb to 
what seemed to be insur¬ 
mountable obstacles to any 
form of meaningful recovery,” 
he added. "As a team, we were 
all concerned that we might be 
approaching the realms of fu¬ 
tility. 

"It is testament to Robin's 
extraordinary courage, iron 
will and deep reserves of phys¬ 
ical strength that he has over¬ 
come quite incredible odds to 
get where he is now.” 

Gibb is now fully con¬ 
scious, lucid and able to speak 
to loved ones gathered by his 
hospital bed in west London. 

However, Thillainayagam 
warned that the road ahead re¬ 
mained uncertain but said it 
was "a privilege to look after 
such an extraordinary human 
being”. 

The British star's wife 
Dwina said this week that the 
singer's brother, fellow Bee 
Gee Barry Gibb, had been 
singing to Robin to try to rouse 
him. His three children had 
also been playing music to 
him, she said. 


THE MORNING NEWS 



feoamorglinTomiationfcaMiusKtj 

^^B7+W)J5®906^5868822 

www.tiara-ai r.com 



Global Beauty & Home Trade Show on 

Aruba now! 


Aruban company Kelly Con¬ 
sultancy, specialist in sales 
and marketing was ap¬ 
proached by the Consul Gen¬ 
eral of Colombia, Mr. 
Tarquino Pacheco to form an 
association with Global 
Eventos of Bogota, Colom¬ 
bia. The purpose for the as¬ 
sociation is to bring “Feria 
Comercial” Global Beauty & 
Home Trade Show to Aruba. 

A host of International 
companies, among them, 
Colombia, Venezuela, 
Panama, Mexico, St. Kitts, 
Jamaica and Aruba, will 
demonstrate and offer inno¬ 
vative home and beauty 
products to the local Aruba 
market. 

This event is scheduled to 
take place here today, April 
23rd from 4 p.m. 5:00 p.m. 
for invitees and the press. 


For the general public the 
event will be open after 5:00 
p.m. to 10:00 pm, and will be 
held in the building adjacent 
to Kong Hing Supercenter on 
the L.G. Smith Blvd. 152. 
The show will be open to the 
public everyday from 10:00 
in the morning till 10:00 in 
the evening. There will be an 
entrance contribution of 
Afls.2.50 for adults and chil¬ 
dren under 12 and pensioners 
will be admitted gratis. They 
will be raffling a motor bike. 
A portion of the entrance fee 
will be donated to a founda¬ 
tion on the island. 

Who is GLOBAL EVEN¬ 
TOS 

Global Eventos is a com¬ 
pany comprised of different 
small businesses in Colom¬ 
bia and other South Ameri¬ 
can and Caribbean countries 


that produces and commer¬ 
cializes a large number of 
products. The Global Beauty 
& Home Trade Show is con¬ 
sidered a demonstration 
show where professionals 
show the public in an inter¬ 
active manner how to oper¬ 
ate and use their products. 
This is not your typical tra¬ 
ditional type exposition, ac¬ 
cording to the organizers. 

Several other countries in 
the Caribbean have already 
had this fare. They’ve been 
to St. Maarten, Anguilla, Ba¬ 
hamas. And, they are very 
happy to be able to bring 
their fare to Aruba. They 
will be displaying over 200 
products for home and 
beauty care, such as: Power 
Generators, Pressure Wash¬ 
ers, Pumps, Multi Use Key 


Set, Pots and Pans Sets, 
Knife Sets, Magic Bullet 
Blender, Power Juicer, Food 
Processor, Utility Knife, 
Manual Grinder, Electric 
Ovens, Tooth Paste Dis¬ 
penser, Energy savers, 
Rechargeable Lamps and 
Batteries, Body Sculptor 
Massagers, Energy Insole, 
Natural Medicine, Metal 
Waistbands, Health Analyz¬ 
ers, Exercise Machines, 
Leather Articles, Gold-filled 
Jewelry, Watches, Toys, 
Portable Stereos, DVD and 
much, much more. 

There are only a few 
spaces left for local Aruban 
businesses wanting to partic¬ 
ipate in the Global Beauty & 
Home Trade Show. Please 
call 735-5300 / 735-7735 / 
745-2724. 
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73 Fully furnished apts. Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 
Free Internet / Library / Swimming Pool / Laundry / Fitness Room 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach! Feel free to contact or visit us. 
_ Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat&Sun: 9am-5pm _ 


Tel: (297) 582-0697 / 583-7484 Fax: 583-5203 


E-mail: quality@setarnet.aw - Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.com 


German school reform 
worries sports world 



BERLIN (AFP) - Germany’s 
future Steffi Grafs and Dirk 
Nowitzkis may not have the 
same chance to become world- 
class athletes because of longer 
school hours that have cut into 
afternoon sports, officials 
worry. 

Under pressure to make life 
easier for working parents, 
schools across Germany are 
gradually beginning to extend 
the school day until around 
3:30 or 4:00 pm for children 
from the age of six, replacing 
the long-held school-bell hour 
of 12:30 or 1:00 pm. 

Officials from the sports 
world are worried about the 
long-term impact in a country 
that traditionally nurtures the 
stars of tomorrow on after¬ 
school playing fields and at 
Germany's sterling sports 
clubs. 

"Sports associations clearly 
feel that pupils have less time," 
said Frank Obst of the western 
state of Hesse's sports federa¬ 
tion. 

Germany, which ranked fifth 
on the medals table at the 2008 
Olympic Games, has 91,000 
sports clubs. Obst stressed that 
they provide the foundation for 
the nation's sports scene. 

Boris Rump of the German 
Olympic Committee said so far 
there had not been a strong fall 
in the number of youngsters 
taking part in sports, but said 
sports clubs must actively try 
to get involved in schools to 
survive. 

One such example is a sports 
club in Berg, on the Swiss bor¬ 
der, which provides afternoon 
table-tennis lessons to around 
75 children from four different 
schools. 

It had to employ someone to 
provide the coaching, which 



takes place at school and is 
funded partly with regional 
subsidies, said Gerhard 
Scheuing, who is in charge of 
the club's youth section. 

— Can't wait until 15 to start 
playing - 

"Schools are constantly on 
the lookout for interesting and 
varied activities to fill their cur¬ 
riculum," Scheuing said. 

Admittedly, the club only re¬ 
cruited one new member 
through the scheme last year, 
but, Scheuing stresses, "the ef¬ 
fect will be seen in the long 
term". 

In practice, younger pupils 
rarely have afternoon classes 
anyway, and, if they do, they 
are not held five days a week, 
as afternoons are reserved for 
school sports or musical pur¬ 
suits. 

Officials also face chal¬ 
lenges posed by shifting trends 
in the popularity of a certain 
sport, making it harder to at¬ 
tract children. 

"Children are no longer 
coming to tennis, it's tennis 
which has to go to the chil¬ 
dren," lamented Michael 
Mueller of the German Tennis 
Federation, saying that unlike 
other sports, it had not devel¬ 
oped a strategy for schools. 

"If I'm looking for a new 
Boris Becker, he can't start 
playing tennis at the age of 15," 
he added. 

Concerns are also rife that 
competing at a high level with 
the potential of becoming a top 
athlete will take a hit if new 
school timetables have to be 
accommodated. 

"Regular training three or 
four times a week becomes 
very difficult to reconcile with 
school," Rump said. 


Gold Coast Aruba: 

Great savings for large families 
on holiday rentals 



Aruba’s newest and most in¬ 
novative gated community 
has enjoyed steady sales since 
breaking ground, as many are 
finding the secure surround¬ 
ings and outstanding ameni¬ 
ties are just what they were 
looking for before conside¬ 
ring purchasing property on 
the island. Some owners are 
using the villas or town 
homes as vacation retreats 
rather than full time and are 
taking advantage of Gold 
Coast’s rental services to turn 
their investment into ready in¬ 
come. 

“The greater portion of 
home owners are using their 
“home away from home” in 
Aruba to escape the winter 
months, or spend holidays 
with the family on the is¬ 
land,” noted Gold Coast de¬ 
veloper Fito Croes. To assist 
in the demand for more com¬ 
plete facilities for groups 
and fami- lies, famed hote¬ 
lier Ed Ma-lone has been 
placed in charge of the rental 
program. 

Staying at Gold Coast is a 
very attractive proposition for 
those traveling with groups 
that would require multiple 
hotel rooms. Two and three 
bedroom Villas or Town 
Homes accommodate large 
numbers and offer extensive 
amenities along with a final 
cost resulting in considerable 
savings. The community is 
minutes to the best beaches 
and all the casino action, and 
offers a quiet and secluded 
getaway with two swimming 
pools and specialized services 
with more on the way, such as 
a fitness room, tennis courts 
and mini-mall. Ed can 
arrange maid service, babysit¬ 
ters, caterers, airline pick-up 


and drop-off; they even boast 
a shopping service to stock 
your shelves before arrival. 

Gold Coast accommoda¬ 
tions are elegant and spa¬ 
cious, offering privacy for 
parents or a few couples. 


high-speed fiber-optic Inter¬ 
net connection, individual 
washer/dryer, and are fully 
air-conditioned. Cribs, high 
chairs and hair dryers are 
available for a modest fee. 
Concierge services to arrange 



B eautifully appointed 

kitchens and bathrooms grace 
each abode; barbecues and 
lounges are provided for 
friendly cookouts and truly 
savoring the island life. All 
homes come with cable TV, 



rental cars, spa appointments, 
activities and restaurant reser¬ 
vations are all part of the 
package. 

Check-in for your holiday 
escape is conducted in the 
comfort of your vacation 
home, not while waiting on 
line at check-in desk. In every 
way, Gold Coast seeks to 
pamper their guests while 
providing them with the feel¬ 
ing of being in a cozy com¬ 
munity, not the normally 
bustling resort, particularly 
experienced during the major 
holidays. If you wish an opti¬ 
mal vacation experience with 
great savings, visit their web¬ 
site : www. goldcoastaruba. 
com to get acquainted with 
the community and the lay¬ 
out, details and availability of 
accommodations, or call 586- 
2200 to talk personally to a 
Gold Coast representative. 
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Formula Ones Dominant Vettel 
wins in Bahrain 



(Lto R) Lotus FI Team's Finnish driver Kimi Raikkonen, Red 
Bull Racing's German driver Sebastian Vettel and Lotus FI 
Team's French driver Romain Grosjean and RedBull's team 
principal Christian Horner celebrate on the podium after the 
Bahrain Formula One Grand Prix. AFP PHOTO 


MANAMA(AFP) - Defending 
double world champion Sebas¬ 
tian Vettel claimed his first win 
of the year on Sunday to take 
over as leader of the Formula 
One title race when he tri¬ 
umphed in the controversial 
Bahrain Grand Prix. 

Without any threatened in¬ 
terference from demonstrators 
at the heavily-guarded Sakhir 
circuit the 24-year-old German 
regained the form of last year 
and controlled the race. 

King Hamad was among 
10,500 spectators on the main 
grandstand and a smaller audi¬ 
ence watched from other plat¬ 
forms as double world 
champion of Germany led 
from start to finish. 


He jumped to the top of the 
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NBC LICENSEE 
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drivers’ standings after register¬ 
ing his 22nd career victory 
with a near-flawless drive from 
pole position to the chequered 
flag. 

Vettel came home ahead of 
Kimi Raikkonen, the 2007 
champion, and the Finn's Lotus 
team-mate Romain Grosjean. 

It was Grosjean's first 
podium finish in Formula One 
and the 25-year-old Frenchman 
said: "For me, I am very happy 
to have my first podium and to 
go like this, one step at a time. 

Australian Mark Webber 
finished fourth in the second 
Red Bull, confirming their re¬ 
turn to form after a lacklustre 
start to the year. 

Vettel was the fourth differ¬ 
ent winner in four races so far in 
the 2012 season and he now 
leads the overall standings with 
53 points ahead of Lewis 
Hamilton 49 and Webber on 48. 

German Nico Rosberg, who 
claimed his maiden victory for 
the Mercedes team at last 
weekend's Chinese Grand Prix, 
finished fifth ahead of Briton 
Paul Di Resta of Force India 
and Fernando Alonso of Fer¬ 
rari. 

Hamilton came home eighth 
after a troubled race for 
McLaren, ahead of Felipe 
Massa in the second Ferrari 
and, amazingly, seven-times 
champion Michael Schu¬ 
macher in the second Mer¬ 
cedes. 

Schumacher had started 
from 22nd on the grid. 

Hamilton's McLaren team¬ 
mate Jenson Button retired on 
the final lap after a late punc¬ 
ture, but had been unable to 
mount a serious challenge in a 
race of rapidly-changing posi¬ 
tions. 

The top four finishers were 
all powered by Renault en¬ 
gines, the automotive company 
that owned the Lotus team 
until last year. 


It was the first time since 
1979 that Lotus, in name, had 
carried two drivers to podium 
finishes at a Grand Prix. 

Vettel made a fast and 
smooth getaway from the grid, 
pulling clear of Hamilton who 
held second ahead of a fierce 
scrap for positions behind 
them. 

The Lotus team provided 
the major surprise with their 
pace, notably from Raikkonen 
whose return to FI after two 
years in rallying has seen him 
deliver his familiar pace and 
mature judgement as he went 
from 11th on the grid to finish 
second. 

Most of the teams operated 
on three-stop strategies to 
make the most of their tyres in 
the demanding conditions, but 
Di Resta chose a two-stop 
strategy that left him fighting 
to hang on in the closing stages 
when, as Vettel resisted a 
charge from Raikkonen, the 
Scot held off Alonso's Ferrari. 


MLB Standings 

American League 

w 

L 

Pet GB 

YANKEES 

9 

6 

.600 

- 

TORONTO 

8 

6 

.571 

0.5 

TAMPA 

9 

7 

.562 

0.5 

BALTIMORE 

8 

7 

.533 

1.0 

BOSTON 

4 

10 

.286 

4.5 

Central 





DETROIT 

10 

5 

.667 

-- 

CLEVELAND 

8 

5 

.615 

1.0 

CHICAGO 

8 

6 

.571 

1.5 

MINNESOTA 

5 

11 

.312 

5.5 

KANSAS 

3 

11 

.214 

6.5 

West 





TEXAS 

12 

3 

.800 

- 

SEATTLE 

7 

9 

.438 

5.5 

OAKLAND 

7 

9 

.438 

5.5 

LA ANGELES 

6 

9 

.400 

6.0 

National League 

East 

w 

L 

Pet GB 

WASHINGTON 

12 

4 

.750 

- 

ATLANTA 

10 

5 

.667 

1.5 

NY METS 

8 

6 

.571 

3.0 

PHILADELPHIA 

7 

8 

.467 

4.5 

MIAMI 

7 

8 

.467 

4.5 

Central 





ST. LOUIS 

11 

5 

.688 

-- 

MILWAUKEE 

7 

8 

.467 

3.5 

PITTSBURG 

6 

9 

.400 

4.5 

CINCINNATI 

6 

9 

.400 

4.5 

HOUSTON 

5 

10 

.333 

5.5 

CHICAGO 

4 

11 

.267 

6.5 

West 





LA DODGERS 

12 

3 

.800 

- 

SAN FRANCISCO 7 

7 

.500 

2.0 

COLORADO 

7 

7 

.500 

3.0 

ARIZONA 

7 

8 

.467 

3.0 

SAN DIEGO 

4 

12 

.250 

8.5 

x-Clinched Playoff Spot; 

y-Division Champ 

I 


0( \) landoor 
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Lunch Buffet 

Saturday - Sunday 

12:00 - 3 p.m. Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 
6:00-11:00 p.m 

Palm Beach Center - Palm Beach Aruba - Tel: 5860944 



IF YOU GO! 


TheWestin 


RESORT & CASINO 
ARUBA 


SHOWTIME: 9pm NIGHTLY 
STARRING: Adam Steinfeld 
WHAT: Comedy Magic, Grand Illusion show. 
LOCATION: Westin Resort & Casino Aruba 
THEATER OPENS: 8:30PM 
BOX OFFICE OPENS: 8:00PM 
COST: $20 (under 15), $40 adult / LOCALS: Afl. 40 
TICKETS: at the theater door 


GROUP SALES: (297)561-1090 

WestinAruba.com/magic 
MagicLive.com MagicOnTheBeach.com 
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Swedish massage, Deep Tissue Massage - Hot Stone Massage-Aroma Therapy Relaxing Massage - 

Wraps - Facials - Nails - Waxing -Novalash Eyelash Extensions 

_ Santa Helenastraat # 5 (dose to the roundabout at Ponton) Tel: 5837280 - cell 5939063 - BB-PIN: 26AA9D7B _ 


Guardiola congratulates 
'champions' Madrid 


Yankees rally to 
stun Red Sox 



Andruw Jones #22,Nick Swisher #33 and Derek Jeter #2 of 
the New York Yankees celebrate after teammate Mark Teixeira 
hits a three run homer in the seventh inning. 



Real Madrid's Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo (L 
heads the ball next to Barcelona's Chiliean forward Alexis 
Sanchez (R) during the Spanish League "El clasico". 


BOSTON, Massachusetts, 
(AFP) - The New York Yan¬ 
kees, trailing Boston 9-0 after 
five innings, roared back with 
15 unanswered runs to stun 
the Red Sox 15-9 in a Major 
League Baseball shocker on 
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Saturday. 

’’Never," Yankees slugger 
Alex Rodriguez said when 
asked if he’d experienced 
anything like the mammoth 
comeback. 

"It’s still pretty shocking," 
said Mark Teixeira, who 
drove in six runs with his 
three-run home run, a solo 
homer and a two-run double. 

Nick Swisher also drove in 
six runs with a grand slam 
and a two-run double. 

"What a huge win for us," 
Swisher said. "For us to come 
out, get smacked around for 
the first five innings, it was 
nice to put it in high gear and 
see what this line-up can do 
top to bottom." 

After scoring one run in 
the sixth inning, the Yankees 
scored seven runs in both the 
seventh and eighth frames. 

New York manager Joe 
Girardi admitted it wasn’t 
something he expected to see. 

"When you’re down 9-0 
after five innings, I know we 
have a great offense but you 
don’t see a comeback at any 
level very often (like that)." 

Red Sox manager Bobby 
Valentine could barely be¬ 
lieve his eyes. 

"It happened quickly and it 
was hard to believe," said 
Valentine. "I think we’ve hit 
bottom," Valentine said. 
"That’s what I told them after 
the game. You have to some¬ 
times hit bottom. If this isn’t 
bottom, then we’ll find some 
new ends to the Earth, I 
guess, or something." 


MADRID (AFP) - Barcelona 
coach Pep Guardiola hailed 
Real Madrid as the new Span¬ 
ish champions after his side 
lost 2-1 to their bitter rivals at 
Camp Nou on week-end. 

The defeat left Madrid seven 
points clear with just four 
games left and comfortably 
within reach of their first La 
Liga title since 2008 and their 
32nd in history. 

"I congratulate Real Madrid 
for their victory and also for 
their league title which I have 
no doubt they have clinched 
tonight," said Guardiola, 
whose side had won the last 
three league titles. 

Guardiola also defended his 
decision to start the game with 
Gerard Pique and Cesc Fabre- 
gas on the bench. 

"I selected the team which I 
thought had the best chance to 
defeat Madrid and, anyway, the 
losers are always wrong," he 
said. "Now we have to look to 
the future." 

That was a reference to 
Tuesday's Champions League 
semi-final against Chelsea 
when the Spanish giants will 
attempt to overturn a 1-0 
deficit from the first game at 
Stamford Bridge last week. 

Real Madrid assistant coach 
Aitor Karanka, whose side lost 


5-1 in the same fixture last sea¬ 
son, refused to declare the title 
race was finished. 

Real have a 2-1 semi-final 
deficit to overturn on Wednes¬ 
day against Bayern Munich at 
their Santiago Bemabeu home. 

Cristiano Ronaldo grabbed 
the winner in the 73rd minute 
on Saturday after Barca substi¬ 
tute Alexis Sanchez had hit a 
70th-minute equaliser to Sami 
Khedira's first-half goal. 

The goal was Ronaldo's 54th 
in all competitions this season. 

"Ronaldo has given us lots 
of fantastic moments. For me, 
he is the best player in the 
world," said Karanka. 


Ronaldo outshone fellow su¬ 
perstar Lionel Messi, who was 
largely anonymous, and later 
tweeted: "Mission accom¬ 
plished". 

On a memorable night for 
Madrid, their first goal was the 
108th of their league campaign 
which beat the record previ¬ 
ously held by the Real Madrid 
side of the 1989-90 season. 

Madrid midfielder Xabi 
Alonso also refused to believe 
that the title race was over. 

"It's a very important result, 
but it hasn't decided anything," 
said Alonso. 

Barcelona's Sergio Busquets 
admitted the game was almost 
up for his team. 
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* 76 Luxurious Condos * Financing available 

* Priced from: $265,000,- * Rental income 




Perfect for: 

Permanent Home, Luxurious Vacation Home and Short or Long term Rental 


Project Location: Palm Beach, Noord Aruba (between Palma Real and Caribbean Mercantile Bank 
www.palmaruba.com | info@paImaruba.com | Call: (297) S86.73001 Follow us on: F13 


Tennis: 

Nadal defeats Djokovic for Monte Carlo title 



Spain's Rafael Nadal celebrates after winning against Ser¬ 
bia's Novak Djokovic during the Monte-Carlo ATP Masters 
Series Tournament tennis final match on April 22, 2012 in 
Monaco. Nadal won 6-3, 6-1. AFP PHOTO 


MONTE CARLO (AFP) - 
Rafael Nadal was dreaming of 
a seventh French Open title on 
Sunday after clinching his 
eighth successive Monte 
Carlo title by ending a seven- 
final losing streak to Novak 
Djokovic. 

Nadal, who came into 
Monte Carlo with more ques¬ 
tion marks over whether or 
not his suspect knees would 


bear the stress of another gru¬ 
elling claycourt campaign, 
gave the perfect response with 
a swaggering 6-3, 6-1 defeat 
of world number one 
Djokovic. 

The Spaniard's next assign¬ 
ment is Barcelona where he 
has been champion in six of 
seven editions. 

Djokovic was admittedly 
under-done in the 78-minute 


final, playing with the grief he 
has borne all week after learn¬ 
ing Thursday of the death of 
his grandfather in Serbia. 

After fighting through to 
three victories, he simply ran 
out of gas in the final. 

"Djokovic wasn't the real 
best Djokovic," admitted 
Nadal. "But in other finals that 
I played against him, I wasn't 
my real best, either." 

Nadal had said before the 
match that he was fully pre¬ 
pared to accept a possible 
eighth consecutive loss to his 
Serbian rival, who beat him 
six times in 2011 - including 
for clay Masters 1000 titles in 
Madrid and Rome - as well as 
winning their marathon six- 
hour Australian Open title 
match in January. 

But with Djokovic suffer¬ 
ing, the rout for the Spaniard 
meant a huge confidence 
boost as the clay season gains 
traction heading towards the 
French Open in Paris next 
month. 

"Monte Carlo is the most 
beautiful Masters 1000 tour¬ 
nament for me," said Nadal. 
"To start the clay court season 
winning here is an amazing 


feeling. 

"My level of tennis was 
high during the last four 
matches — since the second 
round, it was very high. Today 
the first set was the highest 
moment of all the week. For 
that reason I must be very 
happy. 

"To beat Novak in a final 
after losing a few is an impor¬ 
tant result for me. It was im¬ 
portant to break this series and 
to do it here, it's perfect. 

"To have eight victories, 
you must be lucky, you have 
to have no injuries, perfect 
conditions for eight years in a 
row. That's the first thing. 


"And you have to be play¬ 
ing almost perfect to win eight 
titles in a row, especially in a 
Masters. The best in the world 
always play, you have to win 
against the best." 

Nadal's victory marked his 
first ATP trophy since winning 
a sixth Roland Garros last 
June. 

Djokovic admitted: "I just 
didn't have any emotional en¬ 
ergy left in me. 

Nadal's win was his 42nd 
in a row at the Mediterranean 
venue and marks his 47th ca¬ 
reer trophy and 20th in a Mas¬ 
ters 1000 tournament, the first 
to achieve that honour. 
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